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After KarnatakaWin!

greatly enhancing its chances in the Lok Sabha elections of 2024. In the 224-member assembly, Congress
uccessfully ran an aggressive campaign against the BJP on the topics of corruption and price increases,
winning 135 seats. While BJP was able to maintain its vote share of 36%, Congress increased its vote share
by more than 4% across various Karnataka regions. The victory has been attributed by Congress leaders to
the electorate’s rejection of the BJP’s divisive politics, false promises, and haughtiness.

Il the most recent elections in Karnataka, the Congress party triumphed handily over the governing BJP,

Following its victory in Karnataka, Congress has made the decision to re-energize its cadre in preparation for
the important 2024 Lok Sabha elections as well as forthcoming Assembly elections in Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, and Telangana. The victory in Karnataka has given Congress more motivation and self-
assurance as the main national opposition party to the BJP. With strong local leadership, a sizable social
coalition, and a focus on local issues, Congress has demonstrated that it is possible to win a prosperous and
politically significant state. As the leading national party opposing the BJP, Congress has increased its bargaining
power in the opposition alliance efforts for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.

However, Congress still has a lot of obstacles to overcome, including settling internal conflicts, promoting its
welfare economics platform, forming tactical alliances with regional parties, and fending off Modi’s popularity
and Hindu nationalism. To keep up its momentum and credibility, Congress needs to win the upcoming
elections in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh states where it is directly competing with the BJP.
In Karnataka, it must win over the hearts of the populace by being open, honest, and non-discriminatory. It
must also revitalize its cadre and showcase its governance model there.

The victory gives the Congress party leverage at the opposition table and a model for other state polls. The
Congress party thinks that concentrating solely on state-specific issues can aid in developing a counter-
narrative to the BJP blitz led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Congressmen have given the party advice on
how to win the state’s “people’s hearts” for the ensuing five years by being “open, honest, and non-
discriminatory.” The victory of the Congress party in Karnataka is seen as a marker for the parliamentary
elections scheduled for April and May 2024. Despite fierce anti-incumbency sentiment, the BJP had waged a
fierce campaign to keep Karnataka, but it was unable to do so.

In advance of the general election the following year, the victory gives the Congress party a much-needed
boost. By planning well-executed joint appearances and carefully crafting a message of unity, the Congress
party was able to win the elections. Because the Congress party’s victory in Karnataka is seen as setting the
tone for the parliamentary elections scheduled for April or May 2024, the victory by the Congress party there
could have national implications for the party. The victory in Karnataka should serve as a motivational boost
for Congress workers on the ground to help the party win the upcoming state assembly elections in Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan. These elections are crucial because a party’s success in these elections is
likely to pave the way for its electoral victory in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections and give it an advantage in the
opposition alliance and bargaining rights when it sits at the Opposition high table.

However, the Congress party shouldn’t be overconfident because not every southern state will automatically
repeat the Karnataka victory in the elections in 2024. To win the upcoming elections, it must acknowledge the
value of strong local leadership and friendly relations among the state’s top leaders. Additionally, now that it
has seized control from the BJP in Karnataka, the Congress has a fantastic opportunity to keep its promises
and present a perfect model of government based on the principles it emphasized throughout its Bharat Jodo
Yatra. Tall claims and empty promises can only persuade voters temporarily; Congress must develop a well-
thought-out strategy to keep its word and forbid intra- and inter-party strife by learning from the mistakes
made by the BJP in Karnataka and other BJP-ruled states. Political parasitism and exalting in the past are
antithetical to a political party’s success and growth. —BK
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